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And it was indeed high time for such a reformation; for the
state of things at Rome was arousing universal indignation.
Alexander VI (Roderigp Borgia), who was Pope from 1492
to 1503, has been styled by Mosheim "the Nero among
Popes," and the conjunction in him of shameless greed,
perfidy, cruelty, and licentiousness brought the Papacy to
the lowest moral depth it had touched since the dark age
of the tenth century. His politics were governed solely by
one consideration, that of acquiring, by whatever means, as
many of the minor states as possible in order to. form a
sovereignty for his son, Caesar Borgia, called by Ranke "a,
virtuoso in crime.''

Such being the character of the Pope at the time, an earnest
reformer like Savonarola could scarcely fail to give voice to
what were becoming the "sentiments of all Europe regarding
the Papal court. His sermons began to denounce its iniquities
and to press for a General Council to reform the Church.
Neither Alexander VI nor Caesar Borgia had the smallest
intention of suffering the fate which had overtaken Pope
John XXIII eighty years before, and one such sermon de-
livered in Rome would have promptly ended Savonarola's
life. But in Florence he could not be so easily got at. The
Pope did his utmost to silence him, and to get him into his
power, but for some time unsuccessfully, he being too popular
with the Florentines.

But Florence no longer had the strong government and
united people which she had possessed when she hung an
Archbishop and defied a Pope who attempted to stir up strife
within her walls.'Her condition now was just the reverse;
and in a city torn by so many factions, and with a government
become both weak and corrupt, it was easy to create a party
hostile to the stern preacher of reform, and ready to perform
the Pope's work. So that at length in 1498 Alexander VI
was able to send emissaries to Florence, who soon persuaded
the Signoria to act as his agents in a crime which has brought
permanent infamy, both on the Pope who ordered it, and pn